REPORTING
CrivirL R1GHTS

PART ONE
 AMERICAN JOURNALISM 1941-1963

THE LIBRARY OF AMERICA



Contents

MARCH ON WASHINGTON COMMITTEE Call to Negro
America: “To March on Washington for Jobs and
Equal Participation in National Defense”
“Until victory comes™ Mayroqar . . . . . . . ... ... ..

Ror OrTLEY Negro Morale
“Seething with vesentment”™ November o4 . . . . . . . . .

ToLLy R. BRoADY “Will Two Good White Men
Vouch for You?”
Voter Registration, Alabama: November 1041 . . . . . . .

BayarD RUSTIN Non-Violence vs. Jim Crow
“I bave a right to sit bere”™ Julyrog2 . . . . . .. ... ...

L. O. SWINGLER Thrown from Train, Attacked .
“A simple vequest”: Augustroq42 . . . .. ... L.

STERLING A. BROWN Out of Their Mouths
“From Massachusetts to Mississippi”: November 1942

THOMAS SANCTON The Race Riots
Detrost and the Nation: Julyro4z . . . . . . .. .. .. ..

RaLpH ELLISON Eyewitness Story of Riot:
False Rumors Spurred Mob
“All of Harlem was awake®: August1o43 . . . . . . . . ..

LuciLLe B. MILNER Jirh Crow in the Army
“A new Negro will veturn from the war”: February 1044 . .

PAuLt MURRAY A Blueprint for First Class Citizenship
“The spirit of revolt took shape”: 1942-1944 . . . . . . . ..

LANGSTON HUGHES Adventures in Dining
“Alawful right™ Juneloas . . . ... .o

. CHARLES H. LOEB  Our G.I.’s in S. Pacific Fiercely
Resent “Uncle Tom” Roles
“Our Uncle Tomming Negro artists” 1945 . . . . . . . ..

WENDELL SMITH . It Was a Great Day in Jersey
Jackie Robinson: Aprilross . . . . .. ... .. ... ...



X CONTENTS

Tom O’CoNNOR  Lynch Law Back in Georgia—4 Murdered
Monroe, Georgia: July1946 . . . . . . .. . ... ... ... 78

GEORGE MCMILLAN Race Justice in Aiken
“Talk to me like @ man”: November 946 . . . . . . . ... 82

Jack H. PoLrack Literacy Tests: Southern Style
“It doesn’t matter how you answer”: Mayro47 . . . . . .. 8s

JamEes PEck  Not So Deep Are the Roots

Journey of Reconcilintion: April-September 1947 . . . . . . 92
LiLLiaN SMITH  When I Was a Child

“A heavy burden™ 1949 . . . .. ... 98
GEORGE S. SCHUYLER Jim Crow in the North

“All over the country” 1949 . . . ... ... 12
RALPH McGILL Men Who Shame Our State and Flag

Bainbridge, Georgin: Augustigq9 . . . . . ... ... 122

TED PostoN  Florida’s Legal Lynching
Lake County, Flovida: Septemberroqg . . . . . . . . .. .. 125

HoMER A. JAck  Cicero Nightmare
“To presevve white neighborhoods™ Julyrgsr . . . . . . . .. 130

HODDING CARTER Mrs. Means Married Woman
Courtesy Titles and the Southern White Press: 1951-1952 . . . 134

James PoLING Thurgood Marshall and the 14th Amendment
“Our greatest civil libevties lawyer® 1952 . . . . . . .. .. 141

CarL T. ROWAN  from Jim Crow’s Last Stand
“The dectsive battle”: November—December19s3 . . . . . . . 157

ROBERT J. DONOVAN Supreme Court, 9-0, Bans
Segregation in Schools
The Court’s Deciston: May19s4 . . . . . .« .. ... ... 204

MARTY RICHARDSON Charge Two with Lynch Death
of 14-Year-Old
The Lynching of Emmert Till: Septembertgss . . . . . . . . 211

Murray KEmMprON He Went All the Way
Moses Wright Testifies: Septemberigss . . . . . . . . .. .. 214

DAN WAKEFIELD Justice in Sumnet
“An hour and seven minutes”: Septemberross . . . . .. .. 217



CONTENTS - X1

DAN WAKEFIELD Respectable Racism
The Citizens Council Movement: October 1955 . . . . . . . 222

JOE AzBELL At Holt Street Baptist Church
“The Rosa Parks protest meeting”™: December19ss . . . . . . 228

WIiLLIAM BRADFORD HUIE The Shocking Story
of Approved Killing in Mississippi
Emmert Till’s Killers Tell Their Story: Januaryigsé . . . . 232

MurraYy KEMPTON  “When the Riots Came”
The University of Alabama: Febynaryiose . . . . . . . .. 241

LANGSTON HUGHES A Brickbat for Education—
A Kiss for the Bedroom in Dixie
“An old, old story”: Marchros6 . . . . .. ... ... ... 249

L. D. Reppick  The Bus Boycott in Montgomery
“They bave already won”: Marchig9sé6 . . . . . . . .. ... 252

TED POSTON  from The Negroes of Montgomery
Montgomery Bus Boycott: Junergsé . . . . .. .. ... .. 266

SAMUEL L. GANDY Tallahassee Spirit: Tired of Being
Pushed Around
Tallahassee Bus Boycott: Julyrosé . . . . . .. ... . ... 280

ROBERT PENN WARREN Segregation: The Inner
Conflict in the South
“To bear the voices® 1956 . . . . . . . ... ... 284

MuURraY KEMPTON  “If You Got the Guts . . .”
School Integration in Kentucky: September 1956 . . . . . . . 331

GEORGE MCMILLAN The Ordeal of Bobby Cain
Clinton, Tennessee: September, 1956 . . . . . . . .. . ... 335

RICHARD B. STOLLEY A Sequel to Segregation
Choctaw County, Alabama: Octoberigos6 . . . . . . . . .. 342

WiLMA DYKEMAN and JAMES STOKELY Montgomery
Morning
“A new experience of democracy”: December19s6 . . . . . . 345

TED PosTON Martin Luther King;thrc Does
He Go from Here?
“A tough job abead”: Aprilios; . . . . . ... L. 362

HArrY L. GOLDEN A Rabbi in Montgomery
“He could no longer serve” Mayrosy . . . . . .. ... .. 368



Xil CONTENTS

RELMAN MoORIN Violence at Central High
Crisis in Little Rock: Septembertos7 . . . . . .. .. . ... 373

JaMEs L. Hicks “We Were Kicked, Beaten”
“The mob yushed upon us®: Septemberrosy; . . . . . . . .. 378

ANTHONY LEWIs DPresident Sends Troops to Little Rock,
Federalizes Arkansas National Guard; Tells Nation
He Acted To Avoid Anarchy
Eisenbower Responds: September19s7 . . . . . . . .. ... 382

JaMES N. RHEA and BEN H. BAGDIKIAN
Sfrom We Went South .
Louisiana Jim Crow: Octoberr9s7 . . . . . . . .. SR 386

TED PosTON The 19-Day Ordeal of Minnie Jean Brown
At Central High: February19s8 . . . . .. . . . ... ... 396

MURRAY KEMPTON The Book
A Student’s Yearbook: May1os8 . . . . . .. .. ... ... 398

HARRY L. GOLDEN How To Solve the Segregation Problem
“Golden Plans”: 1956-1958 . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. .. 401

DaviD B. BITTAN  Ordeal in Levittown ‘
“A flaming cvoss” : Pennsylvania, August 1957—August 1958 . 406

JoHN HOWARD GRIFFIN from Black Like Me
“The deep shame of it”: Novemberr9s9 . . . . . . . . ... 410

ALBERT L. RozIER JR. Students Hit Woolworth’s for
Lunch Service _ ‘
Greensboro, Novth Carvolina: Februaryioéo . . . . . . . . . 431

CLAUDE SITTON Negro Sitdowns Stir Fear of Wider
Unrest in South
The Sit-In Movemens: Fébruaryigéo . . . . . . . . . . .. 433

Davib HALBERSTAM  “A Good City Gone Ugly”
The Sit-In Movement Comes to Nashville: Marchio6o . . . 440

HARRISON E. SALISBURY Fear and Hatred Grip Birmingham
“A community of fear”: Aprilio6o . . . ... oL L. 447

DaN WAKEFIELD Eye of the Storm .
“The road they have set wpon”: Mayioéo . . . . . . . ... 453

JAMES BALDWIN They Can’t Turn Back
Tallahassee, Flovida: Mayroo . . . . . . . ... ... ... 478



CONTENTS Xiil

Louis E. Lomax The Negro Revolt Against
“The Negro Leaders”
“Tired of compromises™ 1960 . . . . . ... ... 494

James BALDWIN  Fifth Avenue, Uptown: A Letter from Harlem
“Until the North changes™ 1960 . . . . . . . . ... .. .. 510

HowaRD ZINN  Finishing School for Pickets
Spelman College: August1g6o . . . . . . ... .. ... .. 520

JoHN STEINBECK “Ain’t Those Cheerleaders Something”
School Integration, New Orleans: December 1960 . . . . . . 526

DaviD HALBERSTAM  “Good Jelly’s” Last Stand
Nashville: Jannaryror . . . . . ... ... ... 5§35

FRED TRAVIS The Evicted
Fayette and Haywood Counties, Tennessee: February196r . . 541

JuLIAN MAYFIELD Challenge to Negro Leadership:
The Case of Robert Williams

“The only way to win a revolution™ 1959-1961 . . . . . . . . 550

HannaH LEES  The Not-Buying Power of
Philadelphia’s Negroes
“Selective Patronage™ 1960-1961 . . . . . . . . . ... ... $65

STUART H. LOORY Reporter Tails “Freedom” Bus,
Caught in Riot

Freedom Riders Attacked: Mayrgor . . . . . .. . ... .. $73
Murray KEMPTON Tear Gas and Hymns

“The Grevhound mob”™: Mayror . . . . . . .. ... ... 580
BoB DUKE 2 Mob Victims Ready To Die for Integration

Hospital Inteyview: May196r . . . . . . . ... ... ... 585
CHARLAYNE HUNTER A Walk Through a Georgia Corridor

The Unversity of Georgin: July 19s9—June 1961 . . . . . . . 589
FrRaNK HoLLowAaYy Travel Notes from a Deep South Tourist

“Starting right heve”: Junerg6r . . . . ... ... 598
GEORGE COLLINS Everybody Eats But Americans

“His Highness is a mite hungry”: August1961 . . . . . . . 607

Tom HAYDEN from Revolution in Mississippi .
SNCC: July—Octoberro6r . . . . ... ... .. ... ... 619



xvi

CONTENTS

Chronology 1941-1973 . . . . . . . .« .o

Biographical Notes . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..

Note on the Texts . . . . . . . o v v i i e e

897
920

951
959
974



REPORTING
Civir RigHTS

PART TWO
AMERICAN JOURNALISM 1963-1973

*ox
*

=—="—+1\

THE LIBRARY OF AMERICA



Contents

MARLENE NADLE The View from the Front of the Bus
The March on Wﬂshington: Augustr96z . . . .. .. ...

RusseLL BAKER Capital Is Occupied by a Gentle Army
“Pleased with what they had done”: August1963 . . . . . .

E. W. KENWORTHY 200,000 March for Civil Rights in
Orderly Washington Rally; President Sees Gain for Negro
“With the spivit of love”: August1963 . . . . . . . ... ..

CLAUDE SITTON Birmingham Bomb Kills 4 Negro Girls
in Church; Riots Flare; 2 Boys Slain
The Birmingham Church Bombing: September 1963

JaMEs D. WiLLIAMS  First of 4 Birmingham Bomb Victims
Is Buried
At Carole Robertson’s Funeral: September 1963 . . . . . . .

KarL FLEMING Birmingham: “My God, You’re Not
Even Safe in Church”
“Who can remain silent?”: September 1963 . . . . . . . ..

RuTH AND EDWARD BRECHER The Military’s Limited War
Against Segregation
“A leadership role”: Septemberi96z . . . . . .. ... ..

HowaRD ZINN The Battle-Scarred Youngsters
“On the front lines”: August 1962—October 1963 . . . . . . .

Murray KEMpPTON  Gloria, Gloria
Gloria Richardson: Novemberio6z . . . . . . . . .. ...

MicHAEL THELWELL The August 28th March on Washington
“On the tortuous road”: May-November 1963 . . . . . . ..

HUNTER S. THOMPSON A Southern City with
Northern Problems
- Louisville: Decembeross . . . . . . . . . ... ...

MARC CRAWFORD The Ominous Malcolm X Exits from
the Muslims
“Not without a fight”: March1964 . . . . . . . ... ...

12

23

26

34

48

60

67

86

96



X CONTENTS

JERRY DEMUTH Tired of Being.Sick and Tired
Fannie Low Hamer: May1964 . . . . . . . . . ... ...

JoHN HERBERS Martin Luther King and 17 Others Jailed
Trying To Integrate St. Augustine Restaurant
St. Augustine: Mayigés . . . . . ...

PeTER DE Lissovoy Gambler’s Choice in Georgia
C. B. King for Congress: June196z . . . . . . . .. . ...

CLAUDE SITTON 3 in Rights Drive Reported Missing
Cheney, Goodman, Schwerner: Junergés . . . . . . . . ..

SNOW JAMES “Seeihg St. Aug.” Proves Exciting
“Strange sights and sounds”: Junero6s . . . . . ... ...

MARTIN MAYER The Lone Wolf of Civil Rights
Bayard Rustin: Julyro6s . . . . . . ... ... ... ...

Lez EpMOND Harlem Diary
“The long, hot summer”: Julyro6e . . . . . .. ... ...

WiLLIAM BRADFORD HUIE  from Three Lives for Mississippi
The Seavch for the Missing: June—-August1964 . . . . . . .

NAN ROBERTSON Mississippian Relates Struggle of Negro
in Voter Registration .
“Gor to be a change”: Angust 1964 . . . . . .. .. ...

CHARLES M. SHERROD  Mississippi at Atlantic City
The Democratic National Convention: August 1964

JEREMIAH S. GUTMAN  Oktibbeha County, Mississippi
“Mississipps gustice™ August196s . . . . . . ... .. ...

CHRISTOPHER S. WREN Personal Terror in Mississippi
“Afraid of getting shot?”: September1964 . . . . . . . ...

JoHN HERSEY A Life for a Vote
“The Negroes intend to vegister”:

April 1963—September 1964 . . . . .. ... ...

ALICE LAKE Last Summer in Mississippi
Mississippi Summer Project: June—October 1964 . . . . . . .

MicHAEL DUuRHAM Ollie McClung’s Big Decision
“The right to refuse service”: October1o6s . . . . . . . . ..

Louis E. LoMAx Georgia Boy Goes Home
A Native Son Returns to Valdosta: November 1964 . . . . .



CONTENTS X1

PETER DE Lissovoy “This Little Light . .
“Mixin’ in South Georgin™: ]uly—Novgmber 1964 . . . . .. 270

Davip NEvVIN A Strange, Tight Little Town
Loath to Admit Complicity
Philadelphia, Mississippi: December 1964

JAMES FARMER  fiom A Southern Tale
Plaguemine, Lonisiana: 19631965

MARLENE NADLE Malcolm X: The Complexity of
a Man in the Jungle
“Willing ro go all the way”: Febyuary 1965

PETER K1Hss Malcolm X Shot to Death at Rally Here
At the Audubon Ballroom: Februaryi96s . . . . . . . .. 309

GORDON Parks “I Was a Zombie Then—Like
All Muslims, I Was Hypnotized”
“A time for martyrs™: Februaryrges . . . . . . .. . ... 316

Roy REED Alabama Police Use Gas and Clubs
To Rout Negroes
Across Pettus Bridge: Marchioss . . . . . . ... ... .. 322

GEORGE B. LEONARD Midnight Plane to Alabama
Pilgrimage to Selma: Marchiges . . . . . . ... ... .. 328

ANDREW KOPKIND  Selma: “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody
Turn Me ’Round”

“The decision to march®: Marchio6s . . . . . .. .. ... 339

Tom WICKER Johnson Urges Congress at Joint Session
To Pass Law Insuring Negro Vote
The President Addresses the Nation: Marchi96s . . . . . . 34

PauL Goop “. .. It Was Worth the Boy’s Dying”
Jimmie Lee Jackson: March 1965

ELIZARETH HARDWICK Sclma, Alabama:
The Charms of Goodness
“A hole so deep”: March 1965

JiMmY BRESLIN Changing the South
“This here thing is a vevolution”: March 1965

RENATA ADLER Letter from Selma
On the Road: Mavrchiges . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 367



xil CONTENTS

Joun BEECHER McComb, Mississippi
“If you are a Negro™ Mayross . . . . . . . .. ... ...

HAYNES JOHNSON  Sclma Revisited: 4 Months After
Their “Finest Hour™ Rights Forces Are in Disarray
“Bewildered and disillusioned”: Julviges . . . . . . . . ..

ART BERMAN  Eight Men Slain; Guard Moves In
“A city on five”: Los Angeles, August 1965 . . . . . . . . ..

ROBERT RICHARDSON  “Burn, Baby, Burn!”
Evewitness in Watts: Augusti96s . . . . . . . .. ... ..

JERRY FARBER August, 1965
“A lot of people were smiling”: August196s . . . . . . ...

HAMILTON BiMs  Deacons for Defense
“Leave the protecting to us”™: September196s . . . . . . . .

RoBERT COLES Bussing in Boston
“Out of the ghetto”: 19641965 . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...

AugusT MEIER  On the Role of Martn Luther King
The “Conservative Militant® 1965 . . . . . . . . . . ...

CaLviN C. HERNTON And You, Too, Sidney Poitier!
Sex and Racism in Films: 1966 . . . . . . . .. ... ...

MIxe THELWELL Fish Are Jumping an’ the Cotton Is High:
Notes from the Mississippi Delta
“The Heart of Dixie”: 1965-1966 . . . . . . . . . . .. ...

JACK NELSON 2 Veteran Rights Leaders Ousted by SNCC
“Further adrift from the mainstream” Mayigés . . . . .

PauL Goop The Meredith March
“One year deeper into firustration”: June—July1966 . . . . .

ROBERT ANALAVAGE Which Way in Grenada?
“When the marchers depavted”: August 1966 . . . . . . . .

James H. MEREDITH Big Changes Are Coming
“Mississippi is everywhere™ June-Aungust 1966 . . . . . . .

ROBERT E. ANDERSON JR. Welfare in Mississippi:
“Tradition” vs. Title VI
“Drive them out of the state”: Februarvioéy . . . . . . . .

BoB FLETCHER  We’re Gonna Rule
Sunflower County, Mississippi: Mayrg6y . . . . . . . . ..



CONTENTS

Xiil

GORDON PARKS Whip of Black Power
Stokely Carmichael: May 1967

Davib HALBERSTAM  The Second Coming of
Martin Luther King
“New Radicalism”: April-May 1967

GEORGE BARNER “We Ain’t Taking No More”
Newark Riots: July 1967

DaLe WiTTNER  The Killing of Billy Furr, Caught
in the Act of Looting Beer

“When the police treat us like people”: Newark, July 1967 . .

SANDRA A. WEST  Riot'—A Negro Resident’s Story
“Sights I never dreamed possible”: Detroit, July 1967

CaroL SCHMIDT The White Community Asks
Repeatedly, “Why?”

“How can we explain?®: Julyig67 . . . . . . .. . .. ..

Jimmy BRESLIN  Breslin on Riot: Death, Laughter,
but No Sanity

Detroit: Julyro67 . . . . ...

Jon LoweLL  Guerilla War Rips 12th
“Riot-blackened streets™: July 1967

Boe CLARK  Nightmare Journey
A photo-journalist in Detroit: July 1967

SoL STERN  The Call of the Black Panthers
“Revolutionary fervor”: August 1967

CaLviN TRILLIN  U.S. Letter: Cleveland
The Carl Stokes Campaign: October 1967

EArRL CALDWELL Martin Luther King Is Slain
in Memphis

At the Lorraine Motel: April1968 . . . . . . .. .. ...

GARRY WILLS Martin Luther King Is Still on the Case!

“A calm new face of power”: April1968 . . . . . ... ..

Joan DiDION  Black Panther
Huey Newton: May 1968

PauL Goop  “No Man Can Fill Dr. King’s Shoes”
—But Abernathy Tries
Ralph Abernathy: May 1968

552

563

589

593

596



Xiv CONTENTS

GILBERT MOORE  from A Special Rage
The Black Panther Party: Junerg68 . . . . . . . . . .. .. 699

Pat WATTERS “Keep on A-walking, Children”
The Poor People’s Campaign: April-June1968 . . . . . . . 706

STEVE VAN EVERA Marks After the Campaign
After the demonstration: August1968 . . . . . .. ... .. 756

BoB LABAREE Fairficld Never Had a Negro Official—
Until Last Month, When [t Elected Six
“People to the polls™: September 1968 . . . . . . . ... ... 759

C. GERALD FrASER  S.N.C.C. in Decline
After 8 Years in Lead
“So many factions”: October 1968 . . . . . . .. ... ... 764

RICHARD LEVINE Jesse Jackson: Heir to Dr. King?
Operation Breadbasket: December1068 . . . . . . . . . .. 770

Tom WOLFE  from Mau-Mauing the Flak Catchers
San Francisco: 1968—1969 . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 792

WILLIE MORRIS firom Yazoo: Integration in a
Deep-Southern Town
“Holding our breath”: October 1969—Januaryigro . . . . . 809

RICHARD J. MARGOLIS The Two Nations at
Wesleyan University
At the Malcolm X House: Januaryigzo . . . . . . . . . .. 819

KARL FLEMING The South Revisited After
a Momentous Decade
A Reporter Looks Back: Augustiozo . . . . . . . .. .. .. 838

NORA SAYRE The Revolutionary People’s
Constitutional Convention :
Black Panthers and White Radicals:
September-November1g970 . . . . . ... ... L. 847

MarsHALL FRADY Discovering One Another in a
Georgia Town
Americus, Georgia: November 1970-Februaryrorr . . . . . 857

ALICE WALKER  Staying Home in Mississippi
“It will be My Choice”: August 1973 . . . . . . . . .. . .. 871



CONTENTS Xv

Chronology 1941-1973 . . . . . . . . . . ... 88s
Biggraphical Notes . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 908
Note on the Texts . . . . . . . . . 935
Notes . . . . . . 942



