
transitions 

Burke to  By ron,  
Barbauld to  Bail l  
1790-1830 
Jane Stabler 



C o n t e n t s  

General Editor's Preface vii 
Acknowledgements ix 
Introduction x 

1. 1790: Reflections of Revolution 1 
• Ann Radcliffe, A Sicilian Romance (1790) 1 
• Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution 

in France (1790) 16 
• William Blake, The French Revolution and The 

Marriage of Heaven and Hell (1790) 30 

2. Romantic Drama 46 
• Joanna Baillie, A Series of Plays (1798) 49 
• Joanna Baillie, De Monfort (1798) 56 
• Byron, Manfred (1817) 64 
• August von Kotzebue, Lovers' Vows adapted by 

Elizabeth Inchbald (1798) 78 
• Charles Lamb, Lord Byron and transitions in 

audience taste 81 
• Transitions in audience expectations: Lamb's and 

Byron's attitudes to women and children 87 

3. Romantic Poetry 99 
• Eighteenth-century theories of transition 99 
• Wordsworth and Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads 

(1798; 1800; 1802; 1805) 104 
• William Wordsworth, The Prelude (1799; 

1804; 1805; 1850) 1 14 
• John Keats 116 
• Moving away from the 'Big Six' 121 

V 



C o n t e n t s  

• Anna Barbauld and Samuel Taylor Coleridge: 
poetic experimentation 123 

• Links between technological and imaginative 
experimentation 133 

• Charlotte Smith 135 
• Anna Seward 138 
• Mary Robinson 141 
• John Clare 143 
• Percy Bysshe Shelley 146 
• Lord Byron: the Romantic poet's challenge to 

the reading public 149 

4. The Romantic Novel and Non-Fictional Prose 158 
• Prose battles in the 'pamphlet wars': Burke, Paine, 

Mackintosh, Williams, More and Wollstonecraft 159 
• William Godwin, Caleb Williams (1794) 174 
• Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818): links with the 

Jacobin novel 180 
• Mary Wollstonecraft, Maria; or, The Wrongs 

of Woman (1798) 182 
• Matthew Lewis, The Monk (1796) 187 
• Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility (1811) and 

Persuasion (1818) 192 
• Prose journals, fragments and confessions: Dorothy 

Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge and 
Thomas De Quincey 200 

5. 1830: Time for Change 211 
• Felicia Hemans, Songs of the Affections (1830) 220 
• William Cobbett, Rural Rides (1830) 233 
• Walter Scott, Tales of a Grandfather and Letters on 

Demonology and Witchcraft (1830) 245 
• Byron, Werner (1822 and 1830) 251 

Chronology 1790-1830 265 
Glossary of Key Concepts and Contexts 278 
Annotated Bibliography of General Books on Romanticism 283 
Bibliography 288 
Index 310 


