DECONSTRUCTING
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Edited by
IAN PARKER
and

JOHN SHOTTER

R

ROUTLEDGE
London and New York



CONTENTS

List of contributors

Introduction
Ian Parker and John Shotter

PART ONE: TEXTS AND RHETORIC

1

PREFACING SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: A TEXTBOOK
EXAMPLE
Peter Stringer

CRISIS WHAT CRISIS? DISCOURSES AND
NARRATIVES OF THE ‘SOCIAL’ IN SOCIAL
PSYCHOLOGY

Corinne Squire

RHETORIC OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
Michael Billig

THE RHETORIC OF PSEUDOSCIENCE
Celia Kitzinger

‘1 GOTTA USE WORDS WHEN I TALK TO YOU’:
DECONSTRUCTING THE THEORY OF
COMMUNICATION

. . Antony Easthope
PART TWO: POWER AND SCIENCE

6 THE ABSTRACTION AND REPRESENTATION OF

SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
Ian Parker

15

17

33
47
61

76
89

91



CONTENTS

7 PSYCHOLOGY AS A ‘SOCIAL’ SCIENCE
Nikolas Rose -

8 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIAL CONTROL
Edward E. Sampson

9 ALL HAIL THE GREAT ABSTRACTION: STAR
WARS AND THE POLITICS OF COGNITIVE
PSYCHOLOGY
John Bowers

10 WHAT’S POWER GOT TO DO WITH IT?
EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIAL RESEARCH
Kum-Kum Bhavnmani

PART THREE: SUBJECTIVITY AND INDIVIDUALITY

11 SOCIAL INDIVIDUALITY VERSUS POSSESSIVE
INDIVIDUALISM: THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE
John Shotter

12 INTERGROUP THEORY AND DECONSTRUCTION
Mike Michael

13 RESEARCHING PSYCHOTHERAPY IN BRITAIN:
THE LIMITS OF A PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH
David Pilgrim

14 PSYCHOANALYTIC FEMINISM:
DECONSTRUCTING POWER IN THEORY AND
THERAPY
Janet Sayers

15 DIFFERING WITH DECONSTRUCTION: A
FEMINIST CRITIQUE
Erica Burman

References

Index

vi

103

117

127

141
153

155

170

183

196

208
221
243



